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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PLOS, CO 

SUBJECT: EASTERN PACIFIC TUNA INITIATIVE 
REF: A) STATE 182197 B) STATE 188398 

1. AIDE MEMOIRE CONTAINING TEXT OF REF A WAS DELIVERED TO 
JOAQUIN FONSECA, FONOFF UNDER SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND CONFERENCES. FONSECA SAID THAT COPIES 

OF THE PROPOSED PRINCIPLES WOULD BE CIRCULATED TO ALL INTERESTED 
COLOMBIAN OFFICES AND CAREFULLY STUDIED BY PROSPECTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVES TO THE OCTOBER MEETING. 

2. FONSECA EXPLAINED THAT COLOMBIA HAS NEVER HAD IMPORTANT 
FISHING INTERESTS IN THE PACIFIC BUT THAT MUCH THOUGHT IS 

NOW BEING GIVEN TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOME SORT OF COMMERCIAL 
OPERATION FOR THE FUTURE. THEREFORE, THE GOC NOW CONSIDERS 
IT NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE AT THE OUTSET IN ANY INITIATIVE 
WHICH MIGHT AFFECT ITS PROSPECTIVE ECONOMIC INTERESTS. 
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3. FONSECA SAID THT THE GOC STILL PLANS TO SEND GABRIEL 
ACEVEDO, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FISHERIES, AS ITS PRINCIPAL 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE OCTOBER MEETING AND MAY ALSO 
SEND COLONEL LONDONO, CHIEF OF THE FRONTIERS SECTION 
OF THE FONOFF. 

4. COMMENT: BECAUSE OF COLOMBIA'S LAKYFOF EXPERIENCE 
IN PACIFIC FISHING VENTURES, THE GOC IS NOT EXPECTED 

TO OFFER ANY SIGNIFICANT COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS PRIOR 
TO THE OCTOBER MEETING. HOWEVER, INTEREST IN SOME SORT 
OF CONSERVATION AGREEMENT APPEARS HIGH. COLOMBIANS 
SEEM GENUINELY PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
PARTICIPATE IN AN INITIATIVE WHICH, IN THEIR EYES, 

WOULD DO MUCH TO PROTECT A POTENTIALLY VALUABLE ECONOMIC 
RESOURCE. 
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